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Crocodiles, Alligators, and Caimans

Crocodiles, Alligators and Caymans are amphibian reptiles. They are very similar in structure but they have characteristics that distinct them from one another. 
Crocodile fossils date back to 206 million years ago. Different from other reptiles, they have a four chambered heart, a diaphragm, and cerebral cortex. Their feet are webbed for movement purposes such as turning fast and making swift motions in the water. The webbed feet are used to initiate swimming although their feet are on the side of the body when swimming for water resistance. A palatal flap is located in the rear of the mouth to block water from entering. They can now be found in America, Asia, Australia, and Africa. They inhabit freshwater rivers, lakes, and wetlands. As cold blooded animals, their body temperature changes with the temperature of their environment. They are also lethargic. They are able to survive long periods of time without food since they have a physically slow state.  A normal diet for crocodiles is other reptiles, fish, and mammals. Their powerful jaws have a massive force and it is considered the strongest animal bite. 
The sex of crocodiles depends on temperature. Males are produced at temperatures of thirty-two degrees Fahrenheit and females are produced at closer temperatures above and below that of males. Females reach sexual maturity at 2.2-2.5 meters or 10-12 years old and males at 3.2 meters and sixteen years old. Reproduction typically occurs in September. Males and females become very aggressive during this time. The nest is made of grasses and other surrounding
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vegetation. Eggs are harvested in the nests above water making sure the eggs are not fully under water or completely above water to prevent flooding and drying.
Though crocodiles and alligators are very similar, they are different in a variety of ways. Alligators belong to the family, alligatoridae, and genus, alligator. They have short heads and a very large snout. On average, they have a total of seventy-five teeth. Their flat muscular tails are used for swimming forward. The average life span of alligators is fifty years old even though there have been records of them living as long as seventy-one years old. Alligators originate in the United States and China. American Alligators are located in states such as Florida and Louisiana and the Chinese alligators can only be found in the Yangtze River. Similar to the crocodiles, alligators live in wetlands, rivers, and lakes as well as ponds and marshes. Alligators and crocodiles live together only in the south of Florida. 
Alligators eat insects, fish, snails, and worms when they are young. As they grow older, they prefer larger species. They drag larger prey, such as deer, into the water to drown them and they typically kill and eat smaller prey in a single bite. Alligators are timid towards humans and often times swim or walk away but they will attack to defend themselves. Both male and females mature are mature at six feet. Their mating season is in spring. The sex is determined by temperature as well. Eggs incubated in temperatures of eighty-six degrees Fahrenheit typically produce many females and ninety-three degrees and higher have a clutch of males. Nests are made of vegetation as well and the mother protects the nest from prey. Baby alligators have a baby tooth that helps break open their egg shell.  

Crocodiles and alligators are a part of the order crocodia and so are caimans or caymans. They relate closer to alligators. The skin on the underside of caimans is very strong and 
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reinforced unlike alligators. Even though their skin is less valuable than alligators and crocodiles, they have been hunted in remote areas which are one of the leading causes of their extinction. 
Caimans originate in South America and Central America. The largest caiman, black caiman, is located in the Amazon and smallest is the musky caiman five feet in length. Caimans live in slow-moving rivers as well as ponds, lakes, and swamps. Caimans eat fish seized under water but they also eat small mammals in birds. Like the alligators, they also kill their prey by drowning them in water. Since caimans are nocturnal, they hunt at night. Sexing and reproduction is the same as the other crocodilians. They both have nests and their sex is determined by temperature. 

Crocodiles, Alligators, and caimans share many characteristics. They have similar structures, habitats, sexing, and reproduction. Though they share commonalities, they are still reptiles of distinction. 

